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March 4,1935

Mrs.J.M.Avann,
2026 Orvington Ave.,
Evanston ,Ill,U.S.A,

Dear Mrs.Avann:

Thlis letter 1s addressed to you personally, but I hope
that you will have a chance to share the contents with Mrs.Cecil. We
are not writing to her difectly, for she will doubtless have left
her home before any correspondence can reach her.

As you may have heard before this letter arrives, Dr.Mei
has not accepted the presidency at Cheeloo. This creates a serious
situation for the university, and one which may raise certain questions
in the minds of your group as they come to consider the request for ‘
support for rural homemaking presented by the Rural Institute.

There is stlll some hope that this institution may secusrs
leadership of the type which would mske it the best location for 2 rure-
al homemaking project of the kind we are planning. On the other hand,
we are quite willing to have the whole questkon of locaikon and rela-
tionsnips studied on its mepits . If Yenching, for example, is prepar-
ed to go ahead whcleheartedly with a rural reconstruction piogram in
which homeiaking will nave a part, there would be advantages in having
the most important staff members connected with tane Home Economics
Departiient. These things it will take some uima to work out. We are
willing to do our part, but in the meantime feel called upon to keep
something going. If the Board could see its way clear to make the
grant, subject to the gulidance of a committee appointed on the fileld,
it would both safeguard the best use of the funds and sllow us to go
shead. If there 1s no financial help of any kind, the whole rural
homemaking project witl have to stop for lack of funds. It is obvious-
ly unfeir to expect Miss Russell to accomplish anything alone without
Chlnese assistance. The recent trip to Monan has demonstrated that she
has been on the right track. oOur urgent need is for one assiscant and
for a small working budget. ‘three hundred dollars in United States
currency would enable her to engage a very fine girl, who has already
worked with us, and who i1s eager to retuen, and would allow her a small
margin for running expenses. <Fhen she could carry on at Lungshen with
the work already under way, and be ready for the next step. This will
not answer the need for higher training, but we can present that again
in the fell 1f it can not be furnished now.

I believe you will realize that we are working under very

unusual and trying circuwsetences, but are anxious to keep falth both with
the nveds of ths work here and wibh the supporting agencles of the

church at home.
sincerely yours, (Q-A-Cren
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A Statement regarding the Financial Status
and Needs of the Cheeloo kural Institute.
(lisrch 26th,1935)

In 1932-33, the Rural Institute was operatling on a
budget of Dollars 3800, made up as follows:-

Raliliile s uonvrosnness DOLENES . BRO
Hall Estate .eceveeces 2Q00
L w Women's Unit 1300
Dollars 3800

The next year this was incremsed to 2 totsl of Dollars
5300, The addition consisted largely of an additional dollars
700 for a Home Economics teacher who was expected to serve 8s
an associste for Miss Runssell,who had just joined the staff of
the Fural Institute for the Homemeking Department. There was
also the sum of Dollars 800 first from Women's Unit funds,
later transferred to Presbyterian funds, which was sllocated to
work in the villares near the campus, and which this year came
under the direction of the Enral Institvre for the first time.
During this year the Rural Institute also nndertook seversl
extension sctivities, and vsed 2 certain amount of money for
teaching and promotional purposes. “reviovely, the whole work
had been at Iungshan with no connection with what was coine on
at the University.

During the year under discussion (1933-34), there was
a serious cut in The Hall Estate income, and also a3 minor cut
in the Presbyterian grant. During the course of the year, by
action of the U:iversity HExecutive Council, this was calculated
as a general twenty per cent reduction on the kural Institute,
leaving the yearly budget reduced to Dollars 42+0. The year
closed with a small deficit.

In the meantime, the pressure for Cheeloo to go more
boldly into rural work was increasing, and more opportunitise
were also opening up. While a budget of four to five thousand
dollars is no small amount, it is quite inadegquate for s univer-
sity teaching and research program. The outstanding lack was
that of highly trained Chinesc leadership. Imch of the program
at Tungshan and in the nearby villages had been set up, and
could not be readily changed, but was rather in the nature of
an extension and service program. In order to secure higher-
grade staff, who would also be able to help with teaching and
research, the next year a budeget of dollars 7972 was proposed.
It was hoped that it might be poseible to secure the services
of at least one specialist in agricultural economics who was
then available, and that he might be cared for by a share of
the Xiao-tsi Railrosd grant. Another suegestion was that the
health work ghonld be under the ledicsal School. None of these
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suggestions met wilh response, and the budget was finally
passed in a rsather anusual form. The total was cut to dollars
6000, of which dollars 2800 was merked as "donations". In the
meantime, the whole university was thrown into confusion over
the presidency, co~operation with the teaching program was inter-
rupted, and there was a long period of uncertainty as to what
policy would eventually prevail. The Board of Governors were
making emphatic their interest in the rural work st Cheeloo,but
here was Cheeloo with the whole burden of this work, either
rresent or future, thrown on the Rural Institute. For nearly 6
monthe the director struecgled to hold together both the service
program and the several highly-trained staff members who might
be the foundation for a teaching staff. This was done in the
hopes that each month, or each meeting of the Field Board, womnld
brine a President who would take the responsibility for either
cloging the work, or helpning to support it. By the middle of
the winter, it was evident that it was impossible to drift fur-
ther. A new policy was worked out independently for the Rural
Institnte ,by the director in congnltetion with variovns friends.
It embodied the followine principles:-

(1) 7o base the Tungshan program directly upon the

needs of the comrunity, withomt regard to the university situ=-
tion.

(2) To look for new sources of finmancial supvort.

(3) To seek co-operation with various sgencies inter-
ested in the Lungshan program. This includes the Christisn
Rural Service Union, as well as local and governmental agencies

such as the Bureau of Keconstruction.

(«) To close the branches of the work for which no
financisl support was in sight.

Among the new sources of gsupport was a grant of some
dollsrs 700 annually for a two-year period from the Extension
Depsrtment of the University of Nanking. Thie is in lieu of
the worker which they had carried on our staff up to last spring.
It is herdly a new grant, but is given in such & way that we
have more freedom in using it than formerly. The Medical School,
beginning with October, nndertook the support of the health work
at Tungshan. Their grant amounts to dollsars 300 per month and is
made from the Public Health funds gsecnred from the Central Govern-
ment. This is unnder the direct control of the Public Health
Department, and with the comine of a head for that Department,
1t 18 possible that there may be some re-allocation of these
fondge. At the time of writing they are beine held vp, as from
January, becanse of certain technicalities.

A request has been presented to the Methodist Women's

Roard for dollars 1000 in U.S. currency to secure two workers
for the Home-making Department of the knr1 Institvte.

An srrangement has been made with the Agricvltursl
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Research Buresu of the Central Government to carry on cotton
fertilizer tests at LunghBhan. The final papers hsave not arrived
at the time of writing, but the informal understanding carries
with it a subsidy of four to five hundred dollars.

A specisl campaign is uuder way now among those
most directly interested to secure the support of the work in
the villages near the campus outside of university funds.

In the meantime, however, there is a serious deficit
from the fisr half of the year. If there were some way of the
university supplying the dollars 3800, labelled "Donations",
there wonld be no deficit, but rather s surplus. The outlook at
the time of writing is that aside from the new funds available,
there will be spent by the end of the yesr approximately dollars
3000 more than the vniversity treasurer has had on hand from
original Hall Estate and Presbyterian fvnds. The request has
been made by the director of the Enral Institvte that all un-
designated receipts be allotted pro rata to the rural work in
order to make vp this shortage. 350 far there has been no reply

to this regquest, except thst it shonld be referred to the Board
of Directors.

There is a chance of the Rursl Institvte beine sup-
ported independently of University funde, or semi-inderendently
bnt it will be difficult to mske up the deficit of this past
year on that basis.

The director of the Institute wovld urge the accep~
tance of the above request, sllowing the discrepsancy between
the actual funds held by the University treasvrer from the ori-
einal rvrsl work sources and the six thousand dollars of the
budget to be made up a8 much as possible, in fair proportion,
from receipts received during the yesr for general university
use. Failing this, it is asked that the kural Institute be
allowed to make a special emergency appeal among friends of
Cheeloo who may be most interested in the rural work. It is,
however, a little late for this becsuse a general financisl
appesal has already gone out to the alvmni. Finslly, the sug-
pestion is mede that as a fadundation for the future budget
the originsl Hall Estate funds, amounting for several years to
spproxiately eighteen per cent of the total amount received
by the University from these funds, be continued to be assigned
to the Rural Institute, along with the grant from the Presby-
terian Mission funds, as made during the past several years.

At the present time the combined sum of these two sources of
income wounld amovnt to about two thovsand dollars annually.
What is left of the deficit of the present year must be s first
charge against these two thousand dollars. If divided over
several years it shonld be possible to pay this off, and still
have a 1ittle left for current work. In this case, the Rural
Institvte wonld have to look elsewhere,either within or with-
ont the University, if any very extensive program were to be
carried on.
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The present way of operating the work of the Rural
Ingstitute, attached as it is loosely to the edge of the univer-
gity, is far from efficient. Msintaining a separate office at
Cheeloo, travel back and forth, renting quarters at Lungshan --
21l of this is expensive. Under present circumstances,there
seems 10 be no better way of doing the work. If we can carry
on this way for a few years longer,we should be able to have spme
practical results at Lungshan itself, and in the meantime some
of the difficulties within the university may dissappear.

One way of developing the Cheeloo ruril program is to
have it grow out of the present Kural Institute. If this poliecy
is to be followed, there must be s reasonable stable finaucial
basis for at least a three-year period. Otherwise, it is almost
impossible to secure proper persommgl, or to make constructive
plsns. This would mean an annval budget of approxinately dollars
6000. It should be possible to raise quite a large share @fo.
this from special sovrces. liore self-supporting festures can
2180 be developed, and co-operastive arrangements can be entered
into with variouns organisations ontside of the nniversity., 41l1
of this takes time, snd the Evral Institute must have at least
the moral svwoport of those responsible for the university pro-

gram, and if possible some assurance of finarcial backine while
other sovrces are being developed.

1t the present time funds are also needed for two
special projects. One is s meternity home at Tnnegshan, and in
connection with this a rural nuvrses' training conrse. The other
is funds to purchese a small piece of 1and and to erect s few
simple buildings -- or to pvrchase the bvildings now in vse.

This could be done for about dollars 1500. The rent for three
years would amouvnt to about half of this swvm, and the temporsry
nature of our present quarters is very trovblesome. The plan
would be to have the property of such nature that it covld ©.
eventvally become a village health center or possibly s church.

Signed

A. L. Carson,Director
The ERural Institute.
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Kumler Chapel ,Cheeloo University,
March E4th, 1938,
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CHRISTIAN SERVICE,
Text: Mark 6: 34a, 37a,

"And He came forth and sew a great mmltitrde,
and He had compassion on them —— "
"Brt He answered and said vnto them, Give ye

them to eat, -- "

The topic for orr considersition this evening is Christien
Servigce. By this is mesnt the so-called "soc¢ial servige program"
of the chrrches and missions, Social Service vwnder Christian ave-
pices, which will be examined from the Christian viewpoint. Fi-
nally, an attempt will be made to formmlsate certain prineiples,
baged mwpon the life and preceptis of ovr Lord.

The topic is one which torches sll of s, bnt is not
neceesarily one in which we all wovld profess mmch interest., I1f
we trace the idea of social service back to its conception, it
merely means helping people. In a simple society, this is done
largely by friends and relatives. For the present development
of professional social service, there sare probably three reasons:

(1) The complicated natvre of modern society.
(2) The mwltiplication of hwman wante.
(3) Science and specislized services.

It was not very long ago in Ameriea, for example, when
the first, and often the only, step when a membdr of the family
fell 111 was to call in a relative or a neighborr who wonld com-
fort afid care for the afflioted one. Now, we look for a doctor
or a nmrse, or send the invalid to the hespital. All of this
calls for an organisation and divieion of ladbor which is con~-
stantly incressing.

- -

Almoet withort realising it, the chrreh in all lands ~
finde itself tied »p to a complicnted system of service ifiatit~-
tions which are at once ite pride and  ite despair. It wonld
seem timely to re-examine the whole grestion of orr ailis and
motives, iveh of what will be said 2ho~1d bde so obvioms &s to
be almost trite. And yet, both within and witho~t the chrreh,
there exists & greatl confréion of ideas as to the legitimate
frnction of the chvreh in vndertaking service to society. Five

examples may be meniioned:

(1) There is the feeling that the service agemsies of
the chrrech exist pri arily for the chrrch merbers -- and in this
there is some reason. In Christ we beceme members of ome family,
and there is specisl reason for sharing of blessings.




-

. MAR24 1930

(2) ¥=oh has been made, especinlly in the pust, of the
part whiaoh service may play in breskine down opposition to the
rospel meBB8ge. “"ohins was opened st the point of the 12ncet”.
>erhsps some of w8 who have read recently of the Japamese lesder,
Sotohqko usavueki, who won his way {n » hostile village imn north-
ern Jupsn by doing the moet disagreeable and trying tagke -~
gleaning n 00w pastirre and villege ronds nnd pathe, earing for
the c¢hildren while Llhe parente worked in the riee fields, and
delivering lettere Lo tsolsted homes in the winler.

(3) There is u third view which wonld heartily spprove
of sll forms of service by the chrroch, bmi which wovld strietly
divorce sweh setivities from ony grgpention of teaching or reli-
glowa inflvence.

() Among those who emphasize the millenial hope, Lhere
occssionslly nrises the feeling that in view of the lnnin.as
approagh of omr Tord, anything bnt the moat direct and emergency
serviee is worse than wseless. The magnificent welfere ins ftn-
tions brilt vp by pre-millenialists wo~ld refvise any sweeping
chuyge that this sttitnde is penersl and yet occesiomally it
ariges. Thére was, for example, &5 college room-mste of mime who
~gei to argne in these terms, "fhis wo and its drganisstion e
1ike s sinking ship. It is rselese Lo paint the fonnels snd
poligh the decks, vain to wonder whether the orew have godd food
and comfortable berthe. ~The old bost ie coing down, let ~s got
o%t the 1ife-boats =nd p=ll for » better shove, for a city whose
b-ilder and meker is Jod,"

(5) There is the consdrvative chrych member, and the"mod-
eyn totalitarisnm state who wo~1ld ngree i restricting the oh~rch
4o « nerrow field of worship and religiovs tesching, In the Marx-
fan aystem, eepeainlly, there 18 no nlage for Christian dervice.
The a-thor of the treatise "Relipion and Comr~nism" is a-thorily
for the stsiement that "Comvnists, pe rtio~larly Tenin, have
alwsys emphasized that reformed , moderniszed, socinlized, and every
other irproved roligiom, iz worse than the old orthodox, resetion-
ary religion.”

Bach conflioting viewpoint of ihib natrre wo-1l4 seem Lo
en Ty some measvye of ty~th: none leaves we& completely sstinfied.
Tet vs tnrn from negative a{.tcunata 1o the viewpoimt of the New
? estament. Tuke, for example, the first chapter of Mark'e Gospel,
Thovein fe desorided what is cometimes called s "typiesl day in
the life 2f o»r Loxrd", or we mnl extend it to two days. "And
gtrsightway on the Sabbath Duy He entered into the uyngmo and
tavght"”, and with arthority. Vital, arthoritative Sess is
the keynote of his ministxy. Bnt there comes an imterrvption,
snother of kark's "wirsightways™. /i meR with en wnelesn spirit,
who intrwdes himself yrdely mpon omr stiention. lio Vime need be
wested in specmlating wponm the patnye of thie atrun,o infirmity -
to the msn and those dear %0 him it was a tragedy of the highest

order, the tragedy of the sbnormel. Think of that other poor boy
«t the foot of the mommt of transfigrration und his distravght
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father who eries ont, "ind oft-times {t casts him both inte the
£iré and the water —— 1f Thor csnst do anything, have cdmpassion
on & snd help vs." Bri lel ve note this, that by virtre of his
need, the poor creatnre in the synagogve that ssbbath morning
imnedsnitely claimed and received the center of the stage. The
sermon waé forgotten, the Master did not say "Take him ovtside”,
or "™Wait mntil I have finished". Jesvs always recognised the
{imperative natrnye 0Y hvman need ; when people want help, they want
it in sdeqnate measvwre and witho-t de , even if s better and
perhaps more important program is slowed wp.

One illwstration after another comes 10 ovr asttention
as we follow the Master thromgh that crowded day. Even at the
home of Simon an invalid claims his rest time, Anmd at evening,
the whole village gathers nt"His door. lNo more time for teaching
pHt after all, what & gloriors day., "And the report of him went
ont streightway everywhere into all the region of Galilee ro~nd
abort.” He waB s famovs mam, he had made pood in his own province
What an opportriiity -- to stay and follow Tp this interest, to”
re-visit gratefrl homes, to b ild in thie little town s miniatrre
¥ingdom of God on earth,

~

No wonder Simon esgerly eesrches Him o=t the nekt
morning, snd finds him whereY At prayer —-- prayer in the ho™r
of trimmph. We come &0 easily to God In the darknese of defent,
in the bitterness of "ncertainty or frwstrated plans, b~t it is
80 natvral to sleep~in on the morning after a bray tri~mphant
day. Did there come to the Master that early momning the glitter-
ing visiome of thé Kingdom of this earth and their glory, the

praise and gratitvdo of men? Sirmon fihdes Him vpon his knees,

and ealls, "Bveryone is looking for yor." And the reply -- "Lét
»g go elsewhere? let ms take ™p agaim the long dvsty road throveh
Ganlilee, teasching snd healing.

We find the same thingiin the second miraele of ovr
Seriptrre reading, after the feeding of the five thovssmd. "And
struightway he sent the disciples into ihe boat" -- they comld
not even stay to enjoy the triﬂ::h, while he immediately dis-
missed the mmltitrde, and went where?! Once more into the momn-

tain to pray.

This procedmre, we may stop 4o note, womld seem to
completely reverse the "wedge theory" of servise. Exoept as his
miracles bear witnmess to his Divine natnre and mission, and in
s certsin general way centers atiention Wpon him, teaching seems
to come first and serviee slmost incidentelly.

Then why do 1t at all? Read on a little farther in
this same first chapter of Mark, "And there cime = leper beseech-
ing hin, kneeling in piteoms entreaty, "If yor will, yom can he
me". "And bel od with 888 hé stretehed omt his hand™~
The heart of compassion ie the ome and smfficient jretification
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for omr whole program of service. 4nd this note appesrs sagin
and sgain., It is fovnd in the words vsed as part of orr text -
"And He came forth and ssw a grest mmltitvnde and He lgﬁ_g*flggr
uigg on them ——— and he began to teach them many things. Always
esching is foremost. Bnt it is evening. The disciples too are
concerned for the c¢rowd. "Send them away, 80 they can find zome-
thing to eat™., "Give ye them to eat". "Impossible, we have no
money fior no food." "Let them find something for themselves.
Self-snpport, why pevperise them?" Some profess to see in the
response of Jesvs ’rtlnrili an object lesson of faith for his
disciples. Certa the miracle served that prrpese. Yet there
ie ho reason to avoid the siuple and natvral explanation of the
sitration itself ~- the pathetis, impoverished crowd, the late”
hovr, the desert place, the ptuo{icul imposeibility of the solv-
tion so glibly offered by the dimciples, and ovr Lord - moved
with compassion.

"Give yé them to eat"., "Bvt we have nothing™. "No
money”. Co"ni yovr resovroe®, however small, prdvide organisa-
tion ("snd the people sat down in co-panion',, vt whit we have
in the hands 6f Jesms, afld wautch the miracle. gho chmyreh has no
money; the ehmrch of Jesms Christ 1s slwa poor, if it Is follow-
ing in His etepe. A missionary writes, "Orr financial ovtlook
ie not good...A11 Bos¥ds sare emffering the same deficits.. The
tineg are hard, corrprtion is rampant...” The date ie Febrrary”
21,1873, One of the mirsoles of the ages ig the way small reso r-
cé8 have grown and agccomplished wonders wherever they have been
p®t into those Bands of compassion to bless and divide. Lest
3vnday, two of s stood with a yomng man, a gradvate of this
institrtion, who was administering s health program for a whole
dietrict; for the people, s co-operative, sclentifis, ocompassion-
ate plan of immense nignffiosnoi. He said, "Next year I shall
recommend thet my salary be redvced.” Another instance resshed
me thromgh the meil three days ago, s gradvate of s sister ™ni-
vereity, who =ske thsat his pittance of thirty dollars per month
be redmced Lo twenty.

Sometimes we worry abomt the secvmmlation of mission
property, mt it is ne more than the buskets of brokem I ts
to be gathered vp snd cared for and mased, of comrse, bnt o
greatest significance as evidence of the way God oan mmltiply
resomrces when they are hvmbly plasced in his hands %o take and
break and consecrate for serviee.

- Whiat limite shall we set to thlsY 4 lawyer onee
st3od mp afid pvt this same qrestion to Jesms, "Who is my neigh-
bonr?" Yov remember the answer, that desthless story of the man
who fell among thieves on the Jericho rosd -~ beaten, stripped,
left to die. The representatives of religion and ceremony passed
him by, and there then came an omtcast, s heretis of another na-
tion, and "when he saw him, was with ¢ saion." And
by that he becsme one with the great heart o . ow often
this parable ie sllegorisdd and interpreted all ot of its ori-
ginal meaning. Irheard e™ch a sermon by a very godly man at 8
conference two years ago; one came to me in a pamhhlet 128t week.

[ |
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The road to Jericho becomes eymbolieal of the downward psth of
sin, the Dead Ses in the valley below looms vp with sinister
meaning, the Good Samsritan is sss™med to be "pward do"nd, al-
thomgh the orizimsl story is silemt ss to this, the oil and wine
po~red on the wo'nds become the o0il of the Spirit and the blood

of the Son of Man,

This iz all wiéll-intentioned, and to a certain exlent
edifying. Brt imn all hrmrlity, I feel it shomld be pointed o®t
that the dSeeking to read hidden meanings into the plein lafigrage
of Seriptrre is fravght with danger. Whitever we " do, let mp not
lose sight of the #§i:ple ansWwer to the gmestion pmt by the lswyer,
which i8 this, "Yomr neighbo"re nre those people in distress
whom yo™ aan help, and the man of G0od is the one who is moved
with compassion and meets the need."

Ony 4ty in thie respect is p~t even more bl ntly in
the 25th chapter of Matthew, in that stern seeme when the King
sits vpon his throme, and the nNations are parted before him
and the test ie what? "I was hvngry, thirsty, naked, siek, {n
prison." And from both sides there comes the cry, in mingled
amsement and despair. "When, Tord, whent" "Imnsasmrch as we did
it "nto one of the least of éhoao, my brethren, ye 414 1t "nte

"
me.

In 8ll Seriptvre, nothing world seem to be plainer
than lhe demsnd for loving service, meeting the whole meed of
man, with the best that we have - perhaps it is no msccident

that the Jjvdgment scene Jvet described follows immediately after
the parable of the talents. This principle sho"ld rank at the
top of any list of Christian fvndamentals, snd all experience
showe how essential it is to the very life of the Christisa
gro"p. In the Febrmary issve of the Atlantic iont s there is
an article with the engaging title, "Christisns and Criminals™.
The writery who is evidently a sincerec chmrehman, deseribes the
process beginning with Lent, whereby the comgregation wdmld be
"prayed for, presched te, inspired and re-inspired, =11 vp t&

the climax of Eauster", and what them? Into his spesific svgges-
tion we need not enter, that Christisn people acoept the chai-
lenge of the criminsl g”"huon and spent $ime in jails and

in reelaining yorth. GSome prnotioul, agtive program of service
is one of the fmndamental tests of Christian vitslity, “along
with personsl victory and szseal for so~l-winning. A yorng man
told me not long ago of the transformation im hié home village—-
he is telling the etory to the comgregstion at Irhigshan today by
my invitation. It had been affected by the Shant ng revival
movement. ¥hen he went back after seversl years, he fornd évery-
one 8inging hymns and pmying. A windswept place of lamd o t-
side the village had been reclaimed end the proceeds ~séd for a
school and for helving the poor and aged, and » mase edveation
cluss for the whole village hel’ nlomg w{th the nrayer meeting
for the Christisns. Incidentally, the man who led im thies trsne~
formation had fire set to his hovee several times. Vhy? AR,
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that is snether story, which we osn only tovd$h wpon today. Let
e stop first to recapitmlate whii seems to ms the most ort—-

ant principles we have been disevssing.

DK « needs ne T™riher apology,
2 iion to anything else. A clinic may be
the best plasce for an evangelisfic serviece, or it mey be the
worst, It depefide = good deal "pon the desires =nd moods of the
patients. Tel ve have the persistent, pencetrating esmpaign of
ev;ngolil-, bt evangelis®m and serviee cam both stand on their
own feet if nesessary. Svmoh service is not for name or fame,
in faect, it 12 moet dangeroms when emooesefrl, "It sho~14 mean
co-operation with other agencies, snd often reslte im s divid-
ing off and setting v of new institrtions. If the government
or anyone else, oan do the job bettér, let them 4o it. The eliy
test for the Christiam is whether h™man need is being met wish
in the best way, with the best means availadle.

In this great prineiple is formd the "nifyimg fastor
to link teaching snd doing. They both sprimg from ome so-ree,
the heart of love, and are obverse sides of one program. The
connectiion is throvgh the center, not by any srtifieial ties
aronnd the cirevmferenee. Any service program whish dissoeiates
iteelf from this spirit of love fulls very qrickly to ashes.
Herein lies one of the gresteet challenges of the present day.
I China right now there shold be a so"yoce of seasoned. able
ministers of the gospel, broad in mind and visiem, hvmbie in
spirit, deep in faith, fervent in actiom, to into parishes
at Tinghsien, and at *'oﬂ-pin, and at many si:ilsr centers of
reconsirmgtion which come to mind, to brimg Christisn staff-
members and local chrreh members tof.tlur in one vital fellowship
and ae &n independent bvi sympathetic force to keep the spirit
of Christ alive in the midst of the service program.

Ot of this basic prineiple seversl others corld dbe
deivced. Only twe may be mentioned very briefly:

(2) We shomld give onr best, whatever that 18, snd
sirive to meet nedds in adeqrate mess™re so far as we "ndertake
them, The m~1tiimde was filled; the lame leaped and went away
rejoicing.

~

(3) We 8ho"1d4 permit no 1inits to o™r helping except
those which God mecepts. Certainly, He does not recognise those
of rase or color or ereed, or distamce., In a"small way this
mesne that we take the whole commmnity into o r pmrview, and
challenging loeal chvreh members to lead the way in lolf-ca.rl-
ficing serviee. In s large way it means s I stificstion and
extension of the alreaudy far-flvng line of Christian philanthropy,

In eloeing let "s recognise two closely related tr-ths:
service alone never satisfies the ch™reh se 2 whole. Soomer or
later we are drawn into the strmggle for social stiee -~ and
that path leades over Calvary. Read on s little farther im Mark
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where He healed on the sabbath, "And the Pharisees and Herodiane
went omt and took covnsel with the Ferodians how they might des-
troy him." _

The second is that in the ch roh of God, the body
of Christ, thére are divereigies of gifts, bt ome Spirit. May
we all find ovrselves Tnited in one fellowship of effort ¥mder
the gridance of this same far-seeing and mighty Spirit.

——— e — ————
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THE RURAL INSTITUTE

April 4,1935

Christian Colleges in China,

Mr.B.A.Garside, e ,/Y yzd/
150 Fifth Avenue,New York Gity.

Dear Garside:

It has been a long time since I have ventured to address
any humble communications to your exalted office. Perhaps there was
not much that I could tell you which you did not already know. Brom
last June until this January we have been marking time , trying to
hold something together, and hoping that there would be a president
who would set some dsfinite policy for Cheeloo. During such un-
certalnity I found 4t difficult to do much correspondence.

Things reached the place in the middle of the winter where
it was a case of closing up shop altogether, or setting up some pro-
gram and policy of our own. I have been very reluctant to @o this,
partly because it seems to put a foreigner in a position of trying to
run a show of his own. We have now developed so many cooperative re-
lationships with Chinese groups who are anxious for the Rural Institute,
and empecially the Lungshan Center,to continue that this point Ro long-
er seems so important. At Lungshan we have a faithful and hard-work-
ing staff, the local people are beginning to wake up , and it seems
that we simply must go on. What will happen at Cheeloo is beyond my
guess right now. (Cressy gave me a text from Nehemiah a few weeks ago,
about every man puilding up the section of the wall opposite his door,
and that 1s just what we are going to try to do. The best pattern
in western lands for what we are doing at Lungshan is probably found
in the university settlement. If we can carry this work on success-
fully it will furnish a base for a good many other activities.

In the meantime, our financial sdtuation has become very
critical because of the drop in the Hall Estave funds. I am enclesing
a statement of the status at the time of writing. 1In fact, I shall
enclose two copées and ask you to hand one to Reisner. It is not for
publicity pmeposes, but contains information which our friends should
have. What chance 1s there of help from the present financial cam-
paign in the states? We shall try to supply you with more informstion
about our program from time to time. :

The members of the Rural Brogram Committee as appointed
by the Board of @overnors have visited us from time to time. I am
somewhat disappointed that we could get none of them to visit Lung-
shan. They were absorbed in the general university situation . From
what I saw of them, I gathered that they felt we should carry on at
Cheeloo rather than think of a transfer . Dr.Scott was here ten days
ago, and spoke with considerable warmth and feeling. You may be inter-
ested to know that he said mome very nice things about the executive
secretary of tne Assoclated Boards.

[ |H ]
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We shall be much interested in hearing from you. Right now
the inclination will be %0 wait for the result of the next Board
meeting on the 23rd of this month, but you will understand that the
Rural Institute cen not stand still waiting any longer. Stand back
of us as much as you can. We have been through heil and high water.
We are not licked yet, but we need our friends, 1f we are To accom-
plish some small share of the big vision which has been held for

Cheeloo.

I hope that the Garside family are well and standing up well
under the sorrows of this world of grief. W#e were much pleased to
hear from Margaret this winter.

Sincerely yours

A.L.Carson
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Mr. B. A. Garside,

Associated Boards for Christian
Colleges in Chins

150 Pifth Avenue,

NEW YORK.

2nd May, 1935.

Dear Garside,

It seeme that I have a letter somewhere from
you, but so much water has gone under the bridege since
then thet we may as well start over sgsin., The enclo-
sures are evidence that we are s8till 21ive snd kickinge.
We have heard rumours that the office in New York does
not receive enough publicity meterial from Cheeloo; from
now on the Rural Institute will try to do its best to
remedy this defect.

You have doubtless heard that the Board of Direc-
tors have elected a president. MNr.Davies went to Peiping
immedistely and secured his promise to come in June. The
next day we heard that the local government wes object-
ing because they had not been consulted sufficiently.

This would not mske so much difference if the government
were not being asked to make up the deficit. My own opin-
ion is that there would be little trouble if somebody else
dealt with the government besides Pastor Yi. Whenever he
lends in a situation there is sure to be something happen-
ing. With things ss they are, it seems to me we shsll get
farther if we stop talking about rurslizing the Arts Col-
lege. Eventually thsat mey happen, but it will come best

if a few departments will guietly go shead and do something.
Specifically speaking, the Department of Public Health, of
Biology and the Rural Institute are able to present the
nucleus of a rural program. The first enclosure is a
statement along this 1line prepared for Dr.Fairfield. The
second enclosure is a rural health progrem which Dr.Yao

is now taking up with the Rockefeller pneople. Roth of these
are guite unofficial, but I do not think anyone will object
to them if they seem to be getting anywhere. The Publie
Health Denartment must have st lesst 510,000 for the next
year to make proper use of this pgovernment greant. The Purel

[ | 1[]



Mr. B. A. Garside, New York. 2/5/35.

Institute is in a very peculiar position - our finances

are a little better than was anticipated. The last time

I saw Dr.Lair, our current deficit was only $1500. We have,

of course, two months to go, but we have a 1little cash on
hand. I am trying to raise $600 to see us through the rest

of the year, and have about one-third of this. Mr.Davies

says not to worry about the $1500, that the university will
get money from the government and pay this off. It represents,
of course, an obligation of the university to the Rural Insti-
tute. The original discrepancy between the budget they passed
and the amount on hand was #3800. The more I see of this
government business the more I wish we did not have to depend
on it. We undertook to <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>